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FROM THE PANOPLIST. 
AMERICAN MISSION AT BOMBAY. 


Extracts from the Journal of Messrs. Newell and Hall, at Bombay. 


July 13, 1816. To-day committed to the care of captain Austin» 
of the ship Fawn, for America, our Journal up to this date, letters 
to Dr. Worcester and Mr. Evarts, and a large number of private 
letters: also a small trutik of books to Dr. W. consisting principally 
of copies of Tamul and Arabic Bibles, the Mahratta Testament, 
parts of the Scriptures in Hindoostanee, Arabic and Persian Gram- 
mars, Persian and English Dictionary, &c. 

Captain Austin has inn extremely kind to us. He was particu- 
larly desired by the hon. Mr. Gray to show us any favour he might 
be in a situation to do for us. holes would gratefully notice, that 
captain A. has generously presented to us, (partly on his own ac- 
count, and partly on Mr. Gray’s account,) a number of articles, in 
the way of stores, which were very acceptable to us. 

15th. Capt. A. sailed for America by way of Trincomale, Ma- 
dras, &c. 

Some days ago we engaged another native school master to open 
another (a third) charity school, as soon as he could procure a suit- 
able place. ‘To-day he informed us, that he commenced the school 
on the 12th, and that he has already collected more than thirty boys. 
He is to receive ten rupees a month, and is to pay the rent of the 
school-room himself. 

29th. Nagpanchmee is the name by which the Hindoos called 
this day. It is so called from Wag, signifying a serpent, and pun- 
chamee, signifying worship, and because, on this day, the Hindoos 
perform their annual worship of the serper*. Three reasons are as- 
signed for this worship. 1st. Because a serpent is the bed, on which 
their god Vishnu is said to repose in the sea of milk. 2d. Because 
they suppose, that a serpent supports the world upon his head. But 
Sd, and principally, because Krishna, the eighth incarnation of 
Vishnu, in one of his adventures against the demons, fell into the 
mouth of a monstrous serpent, and was apparently in the utmost 
Vou. 1. 12 
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danger of being destroyed. This threw his mother into the greatest 
alarm and distress, and having interceded for the life of her son, she 
vowed to the serpent, that if it would spare him, every body should 
worship the serpent one day in every year. Therefore, the Hin- 
doos very scrupulously observe this anniversary in the belief, that 
great evil will befal them, should they disregard it. 

On this day they pretend, that the serpent makes his appearance. 
The place of his fancied appearance is arocky spot; and around a 
crevice in a large rock is builtan arch about twice the size of a large 
oven. Here the people are coming and going from morning to night, 
and the latter part of the day the crowd from a great distance arouud 
is immense; so great indeed, that many of the people, who come 
with their various offerings of mk, butter, parched rice, flowers, 
&c. for the serpent, cannot force their way to the spot, but approach 
as near as is practicable, and throw their offerings as far forward 
as they can. Many persons, who have live serpents to exhibit, ga- 
ther around on the occasion, and find it a very profitable season; for 
the people offer also to those live serpents, money, milk and rice. 
Many of the persons, who exhibit these serpents, are females; they 
handle them with as little hesitation as they would a necklace; and 
they are almost continually bawling, “Nag poojah,” that 1s, worship 
the serpent. This is their manner of inviting the people to come 
and pay their homage to the snakes which Cay have to exhibit. At 
this ceremony the females are far more abundant in their offerings 
than the men. 

While a part of the multitude are engaged in their offerings, oth- 
ers are employed in a great variety of diversions, either for amuse- 
ment or for gain. The whole scene. is a most moving spectacle of 
degradation and guilt. The occasion afforded us an opportunity of 
addressing many of the deluded people, on the unreasonableness, 
guilt, and awful consequences of such kinds of worship. 

At Poonah, on the two days next succeeding the anniversary, the 
peshwa, or governour, makes large presents to the Brahmins, and 
one them liberal entertainments. On this occasion, all who of- 

er themselves for examination as to their knowledge of the shasters, 

and their skill in the various employments in which they may be en- 
gaged, receive a reward proportionable to their proficiency. Some 
receive fifteen rupees, and others five hundred, and what the peshwa 
expends in this way on a single occasion is said to amount to several 
hundred thousand rupees. 

Aug. 4. Lord’s day. | (Mr. H.) went to the native burying ground 
at about 9 o’clock, A.M. Before my arrival, three bodies had been 
brought for burtal, and four for burning. The police sepoy, who 
keeps a register of all the dead that are brought here, told me, that 
yesterday the number was nine, and the day before seventeen. The 
occasion afforded a favourable opportunity, for addressing in all, 
about fifty heathens. Here I saw, as I have often seen before, a 
number of poor persons, scraping among the ashes and sand in search 
of money which might be accidentally dropped by the people one 
the ceremony of burning, or which might be deposited with the dea 
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body on the funeral pile. Some of these poor persons were females, 
who were digging with a skull bone which served them in place of a 
hoe. A multitude of human bones are scattered over the ground, 
for they bury without coffins; and they have for so long a time been 
burying in such great numbers in this one spot, that it is now per- 
haps impossible to dig a grave any where within the limits of the bu- 
rying ground, without throwing up a great number of bones. 

5th. Received a letter from our brethren at Ceylon, dated 9th of 
July. This letter states that an answer to the petition of the breth- 
ren for leave to establish their mission in the district of Jaffna, to es- 
tablish schools and a printing press, to distribute the Scriptures and 
other religious books, &c. Government granted them all they re- 
quested. 

Tillipally and Batticotta are the two towns which the brethren 
have fixed on as their stations. The government seem decidedly fa- 
vourable to our dear brethren. Thus we have new occasion to re- 
cord the goodness of the Lord, to give praise unto his name, and to 
trust in nm for all things. 

Another Baptist missionary, Mr. Griffith, and his wife, has just 
arrived from England at Columbo, to join Mr. Chater. 

7th. To day is performed on this side of India, a famous religious 
ceremony, called the Warral poojah. Narral signifies a cocoa nut, 
and poojah signifies a religious worship. Hence it is often called 
cocoa nut day. ‘ 

This religious ceremony consists chiefly in making offerings to the 
sea; or rather to the imaginary deity, whose peculiar province it is 
to control the watery elements. The offerings consist of cocoa nuts, 
flowers, leaves, coins of copper, silver and gold, and sometimes, it 
is said, they offer pearls and diamonds. They wade some distance 
into the water, cast away their offerings, mutter their prayers, and 
bow in adoration to the god of the sea. 

An origin, as ridiculous as it is fabulous, has been assigned to this 
annual ceremony. But as it is performed at a time when it is sup- 
posed that the severity of the monsoon & past, and when the native 
boats, after being closely blockaded for more than two months, may 
again safely venture out to sea, it is most probable that this ceremony 
is performed as a kind of thank offering to the sea for again becom- 
ing propitious; and also to the watery element generally, because 
that quantity of rain has been given, on which depends the harvest 
of the year. 

On this occasion it is thought that one hundred thousand people 
assemble on the sea shore near the fort of Bombay. Some of the 
Parsees and Musselmen join with the Hindoos in this idolatrous 
worship. Sports of various kinds accompany the ceremony; and the 
temporary toy, shops and refectory stalls are so numerous, as to ren- 
der a great part of the scene more like a fair than any thing else. 

11th. Lord’s day. One of us went to the native burying ground. 
To-day seventeen dead bodies have been brought to this spot. Held 
religious conversation in the audience of thirty or forty heathens. 
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At another place several persons were engaged in worshipping the 
cow. Wreaths of flowers were put on the head of the cow, and also 
the sacred paint and oil. Rice and flowers were offered tothe cow, 
and the pitiable, yet rational, accountabie and immortal beings bow- 
ed their faces to the earth in adoration of the dumb beast. With 
what peculiar fitness may it be said of such, “Every man is brutish 
in his knowledge.” 

The usual method of worshipping the cow is by walking around 
her acertain number of times, and repeating forms of prayer appro- 
priated te the service. 

In another place, a Parsee was seen soliciting charity for the dogs. 
They hnaye a high religious veneration for this animal. It isa part 
of their religion to provide for them in times of scarcity, and per- 
sons are often employed to go about the streets and feed the dogs 
with bread, cakes and sweetmeats. 

16th. Finished the translation of John’s gospel. The four gospels 
are now translated. Yesterday we were presented with several 
dozen smal] school books, for the use of our English School Society. 

18th. Lord’s day. Went to the native burying ground at half-past 
9 o’clock, A.M. ‘T'wenty-three bodies had been either burnt or bu- 
ried in the morning before that hour. Fifteen bodies yesterday, and 
twenty-four on Friday, were deposited here. 

2ist. Observing a number of Jews in their burying ground, I went 
tothem. ‘They were engaged in repeating prayers at the grave of a 
man, who died eleven months since. The prayers were in Hebrew. 
A white cloth was spread over the whole length of the grave, in- 
cense was burning at the head of it, and flowers were scattered over 
it; and the children of Abraham, a people accursed of the Lord, and 

et beloved for their father’s sake, were standing with their faces 
set towards their Jerusalem, and bowing to their beloved deity, all 
of them often repeating 4men, while the priest was indecently mum- 
bling over what none of them understood. I inquired the cause of 
the ceremony. They a that to-day the friends of the deceased 
gave an entertainment: for their custom required them to give three 
entertainments on account of a departed relative; the first seven 
days after his death, the second at the end of four months, and the 
third in the eleventh month. On these feast days the friends repair 
to the grave to perform the ceremony which has been mentioned. 

The burying ground of the Jews is of considerable extent, and the 
graves in it are very numerous. Most of them have grave stones, 
and on many of them epitaphs, in Hebrew, are inscribed. 

26th. This morning was introduced to our acquaintance, a Mr. W. 
an Englishman, who has been a traveller in India, Persia, &c. 

Mr. W. has resided several years in Persia, and travelled through 
various parts of the country. He observed, that the attachment of 
the Persians to the Mahomedan religion was weakening, and that 
they were receiving impressions and sentiments very favourable to 
christianity. He an interesting account of a distinguished 
Mussu!man with whom be was intimately acquainted, who had be- 
come a convertto christianity,and who has privately received baptism 
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by a Roman Catholick priest, though he disapproved of their super- 
stitious ceremonies. 

Mr. W. without hesitation said that missionaries might reside in 
Persia, provided they did not distinctly avow their object; but pro- 
ceed quietly with the translation of the Scriptures, and with reti- 
gious conversation in rather a private way. 

27th. The Hindoos at present are engaged in a great. anniversary in 
honour of their celebrated god Ganesa, who is more commonly cal- 
led Gunputtee, and who is supposed to be the same as the Janus of 


‘the Romans. This god the Hindoos believe to be an incarnation of 


e e > - . . . Ls hs 
the Deity; but he is not one of their ten great incarnations. ‘The 


Puranas say, that he was born, after the manner of men, of Parvate, 
the wife of Mahadave. But the popular belief of the Hindoos is this: 
Parvate was one day wishing to bathe, but she had no one to guard 
the door. On this emergency she had recourse to the odd expedient 
of scraping the scurf from her body, and out of that she created Gun- 
puttee, and set him to guard the door. While he was discharging 
this duty, Mahadave came home and demanded entrance. But the 
rs centinel courageously forbade him to advance. Upon this 
fahadave flew upon Gunputtee in a rage, and cut offhis head. Par- 
vate instantly fell into rage and grief for the death of her son; and 
by reproofs, intreaties, and threats of destroying her iife, and invol- 
ving Mahadave in guilt, she so wrought upon the feelings of her mur- 
derous husband, that he promised to restore Gunputtee to life. But 
on searching for the severed head it could not be found. He, there- 
fore, resolved to cut off the head of the first hving thing which he 
should meet, and affix it to the body of Gunputtee. The first thing 
he met was anelephant. The elephant’s hed, therefore, was taken 
and united to Gunputtee’s body, which is the cause of his being uni- 
formly represented with the head of an elephant, united toa human 
body, which is furnished with four, and sometimes with a greater 
number of hands. 

Various anecdotes are related of this god. as well as of the other 
deities of the Hindoos. The following is more worthy of notice, 
since it is the foundation of a Hindoe anniversary. 

On a certain day all the gods and goddesses went on a visit to 
mount Hali, the residence of Mahadave. As they ascended the 
mountain, the’ road being rough and narrow, and the crowd great, 
the vehicles of the gods began to jostle together, which caused Gun- 
puttee with his great belly to fall from his mouse, on which he was 
riding in his accustomed style. The moon saw them fall, and burs- 
ting into laughter at the diverting spectacle, she sported with the 
calamity of the unfortunate god. At this Gunputtee was so enraged 
that he instantly blasted the moon with a resistless curse, and de- 
creed, that whosoever should henceforth luok at the moon should 
perish. 

The company proceeded to Hali, but soon found, that the moon, in- 
stead of blessing them with her cheering light, had withdrawn her- 
self from their view. On inquiry they found, that she had fallen un- 
der the curse of Gunputtee, and was overwhelmed with affliction. 
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Upon this the whole company began to adore and intreat Gun- 
puttee, and continued the exercise until they could venture to im- 
omen mercy from him for the moon, and urge a removal of the curse. 

e proved propitious; and so far removed the curse as to allow all 
mankind to look at the moon, with the exception of one day in every 
year. On this forbidden day no one can look at the moon but on 
pain of eternal destruction. Yesterday was the prohibited day for 
the present year. The Hindoos scrupulously observe the day, and 
they seem tp believe, that should they transgress in this matter, it 
would be tieir ruin. 

For several days many persons have been employed in making im- 
ages of Gunputtee from clay. ‘These images are more or less nicely 
executed and ornamented, and sold at various prices from five pice 
(cents) toeight or ten rupees. The images are carried to the houses 
of the people: there they are consecrated and worshipped; and to- 
day the multitude have been employed in carrying the images in pro- 
cession with musick, and dancing, and shouting from their houses to 
the tanks, (poo!s,) when, with flowers and other offerings, they are 
thrown into the water. This is an annual ceremony. 

Gunputtee is worshipped in a great variety of ways by the Hin- 
doos. They consider hin as the god of wisdom and prudence, and 
they all invoke his name at the commencement of all the business 
and all the concerns of life. His images abound in every part of In- 
dia, and it is believed, that this figure engrosses a greater share of 
the Hindoo worship than-any one of all their gods. 

The present anniversary has afforded very favourable opportuni- 
ties for addressing the heathens on the absurdity of making gods of 
clay one day, worshipping them the next, and drowning them the 
third. Alas! what objects of commisération are such idolaters! 0 
that the Lord Jesus would arise and make himself known among this 
ignorant people. In his power it is to save. 


—= + 


DOMESTICK. 


REPORT OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 
(Concluded from page 165, vol. 2.) 
FUNDS. 


The board was apprized at the last anniversary, that its extended 
plans cuuld not be carried into effect without greatly augmented 
expenditures. ‘To secure the necessary funds required early and 
earnest attention. Agreeably to the recommendation of the board, 
the Rev. Mr. Cornelius has been continued by the committee, as an 
agent; and his well directed diligence and zeal, his fidelity and 
success, entitle him to the thanks ofall who love the Lord Jesus and 
his cause, and call for most grateful acknowledgments to the God of 
all grace. Other agents have been employed, among whom our mis- 
sionaries, the Rev. Mr. Hoyt in Pennsylvania, Mr. Swift ip New- 
Jersey and New-York, Mr. Nichols in New-Hampshire, and Mr. 
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Parsons in Vermont; and besides them, the Rev. Nathan Perkins in 
Hampshire and the adjoining counties, the Rev. Samuel J. Mills in 
Maryland and Virginia, and Mr. Robert C. Robbins in the southern 
states, have rendered very essential services. Other agents have 
yer occasional assistance, in the places where they respectively 
reside. 

Within the fest year donations have been received from forty- 
seven Foreign Mission Societies, one hundred and siateen other su- 
cieties, under different names, principally, however, denominated 
Cent Societies, and one hundred and thirty-six associations for the 
education of heathen children and youth; making about three hun- 
dred iu the whole. Of these societies, eighty-one consists of males 
only, one hundred and seventy-three of females only, twenty of per- 
sons of both sexes, the remaining twenty-five not being distinguish- 
ed, (whether composed of males or females, or of persons of both 
sexes,) in their communications to the treasurer. 

Though many of these societies remit but small sums, they exhibit 
most pleasing evidence that a multitude of hands are already em- 
ployed in this work of the Lord; and they furnish a rational pros- 
pect, that donations may be greatly increased, if the knowledge of the 
christian publick advanées, and the zeal and activity of the friends 
of missions are augmented. As auxiliary societies are multiplied; 
as new fields for missionary exertion are opened; as new and urgent 
calls are made upon christian benevolence, the committee feel the 
necessity of 9 more constant intercourse with the various patrons of 
the board, than has hitherto subsisted. Such an intercourse, by 
means of the press, is easily practicable, if the functionaries of the 
board can command the time requisite for it. 

The donatigns to the board, during the year past, have somewhat 
exceeded twenty-seven thousand dollars. 

To the numerous friends of this board, in the different parts of our 
country, associated and unassociated, male and female, w ho, by their 
liberal benefactions, their active exertions, or their efficient influ- 
ence, have aided its general design, or its particular objects, every 
member will concur with the committee in feeling and expressing 
the liveliest gratitude. The true friends of missions are one body, 
having one common object, one common interest. ‘There are many 
members, but they are all necessary. If this board is necessary, its 
various auxiliary associations are also necessary; and so too are the 
individuals, even to the widow of two mites, who contribute to its 
funds, and labour and pray for its success. ‘This sentiment should 
be deeply and mutually felt. It should be felt and acknowledged 
that the small contribution of the humblest friend of the cause is as 
really a service to it,—as really, though not in the same degree, ne- 
cessary to its advancement, as the munificent donation of its most 
opulent benefactor, or the arduous labours of its most important func- 
tionary. With this sentiment, it is devoutly to be wished that the 
whole christian community may be inspired, ve 

Though in the course of the last year many new associations have 
been formed, and many new contributors have come forward, and 
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the amount of contributions and donations has been more than dou- 
ble that of any former year, yet there is need, most urgent need, of 
increased activity, of more enlarged liberality, of greatly multiplied 
numbers, of vastly augmented funds. If the income of the board has 
increased, so also has the expenditure. Our expenses the last year 
for missionaries, schools, and translations at Bombay and Ceylon, 
amount to almost eleven thousand dollars, those for the various pur- 
= of the Cherokee establishment, to almost two thousand and six 

undred; those for the foreign mission school at Cornwall, to about 
five thousand; and those of various contingencies to about seventeen 
hundred: making a total of somewhat more than twenty thousand 
dollars. ‘This augmented expenditure, considering the objects to 
which it has been applied, will be matter of devout joy and thank- 
fulness to all, who, with singleness of heart, seek the enlargement of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom and the best interests of mankind. It has 
been applied for the support of eight preachers of the gospel to the 
heathen—for the employment of as many teachers of schools in hea- 
then lands—for the instruction direct!y of four or five hundred youth 
and children, heathen and Jewish*—fer the founding of establish- 
ments, designed for the unlimited benefit of heathen nations, and for 
the translation into various heathen languages, and the dispersion 
among millions of heathen people, of the livelv oracles, given from 
heaven, to'turn them from their vanities unto the living God, and to 
raise them from their wretchedness to immortal glory. 

Must not the expenditure of the ensuing year be much greater? 
Is it not desirable that it should be? 

It is calculated, indeed, that the foreign mission school and the 
Cherokee establishment will henceforth do much for their own main- 
tenance; though they will still require, from year to year, very con- 
siderable aid. But to the eight missionaries, already dependant on 
the board for support, six or seven more are now to be added; other 
establishments, similar to that of the Cherokee nation, are to be 
founded; other schools are to be established in India; and in the 
printing and distributing of the Scriptures and other books, advances 
must be made, attended with proportionably increased expense. 

In this prospective view there is nothing to appal or to dismay, but 
every thing to animate and to incite. The work must advance; and 
the means will be supplied. The cause is God’s; the silver and the 
gold are his; and the hearts and hands of men are in his power. His 
word of promise also is ample and sure. Yet the plan of his sove- 
reign wisdom connects with his all-powerful grace the otherwise inef- 
ficient exertions of men; and makes it the high duty and privilege of 
his friends, in their various places and relations, to unite their hearts 
with his, and to be active co-workers with him. 

Here then is ample warrant, encouragement, and scope for both 
associated and individual effort for the advancement of the best of 
objects; for the exertion of that sacred influence which peculiarly 
belongs to the ministers of Christ; for the exercise of that female 


* While this sheet was partly in type, intelligence was received from Bombay, which anthorizes 
us to say seven or eight hundred, instead of four or five hundred. 
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love to the Saviour and his cause, which so often displays itself as 
his brightest image on earth. and of which so many precious memo- 
rials are borne upon his heart; and for the activity and liberality of 
all, who would wish to have it appear in the final, revealing day, that 
they have done something for the spread of his great salvation. And 
your committee are persuaded that, when the christian publick shall 
be made acquainted with what has been done, and given distinctly 
to understand, that augmented funds are urgently needed, for the 
support of missions and schools already established, for the establish- 
ment of others, and for carrying forward the interesting work of 
translating, printing, and distributing the word of life, an animated 
activity and liberality will be displayed. 

If, during the last year, a year of uncommon and almost unexam- 
pled scarcity and embarrassment in our country at large, our more 
than doubled expenditure was met with more than doubled receipts; 
what may not be reasonably expected for the ensuing year, now that 
the Lord has opened the windows of heaven, and ‘poured outa bles- 
sing upon the land extensively, so that there is scarcely room enough 
to receive it? Will not this exuberance of divine goodness flow, 
through the grateful recipients, to thousands and millions who are 
famishing for the bread of life? 

Will the christian people of this favoured country compel us to 
cease our operations, or to abridge our plans? Will they say to us, 
‘‘Recall the missionaries who are already gone forthsstop those who 
are going. Let the work of translating, printing, and distributing 
the Scriptures proceed no further. Shut up those schools, and send 
those hundreds of children to remain in the ignorance and to follow 
the ways of their parent. Let the heathen take care of themselves 
and of their own. If the Saviour will have them for his iaheritance, 
he will take possession of them when he pleases. It is no concern 
of ours!” Will they say this? 

Trusting in God, this board may, and must “Go rornwarp.” We 
have the high commission of the ascending Redeemer. We have the 
commandment of the everlasting God. Our oBseor 1s sEconp To 
NONE UNDER HEAVEN. “For after that, in the wisdom of God, the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God, sy THE FooLtsH- 
NESS OF PREACHING, to save them that believe.”” ‘The translation 
and dispersion of the Scriptures, and schools for the instruction of 
the young, are parts, and necessary parts, of the great design. But 
it must never be forgotten, or overlooked, that the command is, to 
“preach the gospel to every creature,”’ and that the preaching of the 
word, however foolish it may seem to men, is the grand mean ap- 
pointed by the wisdom of God for the saving conversion of the na- 
tions. 

It is, therefore, matter of devout gratulation, that the missionary 
spirit is continually rising and spreading. And though this board is 
not limited to any geographical. division of our country, or to any de- 
nomination of dane yet it will gratefully hail other societies, 
formed for the same general object; welcome them to a share in this 
great work of beneficeuce; and reciprocate with them every affec- 
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tionate and friendly office. The field is wide enough for all. Let 
all, who will, come forward to the work. . We cordially bid them 
God speed. 

The true missionary spirit, is the spirit of love;—of that charity 
which seeketh not her owa—which envieth not; and it is not the least 
among the blessed effects to be expected from the diffusion of this 
spirit, that in so far as it prevails, it will break down the barriers of 
portys destroy invidious distinctions, and unite the hearts and 

nds of christians in one glorious design, the spread of “tHE com- 
MON SALVATION.” The prophetick word issure. When the earth 
is to be “filled with the knowledge of Jehovah as the waters cover 
the sea;” then “Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not 
vex Ephraim.” Happy day!—Blessed consummation! Heaven will 
look down with delight; and united Zion in all her dwellings shall 
hear the majestick voice, “Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and 
the glory of the Lorp is risen upon thee.—And the Gentiles shall 
come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up 
thine eyes round about and see; all they gather themselves together; 
they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters 
shall be nursed at thy side. Then shalt thou see, and flow together, 
and thine heart shall fear and be enlarged; because the abundance 
of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles 
shall come unto thee.” 


——w + oe - 


FROM THE PANOPLIST,. 


FOREIGN MISSION SCHOOL. 


Extracts from the Report of the Agents of the Foreign Mission 
School. 
(Concluded from p. 158, vol. 2.) 

‘John Johnson is a native of Calcutta. His mother is a Jewess of 
the race of black Jews. His father is the son of an English gentle- 
man by the name of Johnson, and a Hindoo woman, whom he mar- 
ried in India. He is a merchact in Calcutta, and put his son on 
board a British vessel to send him to England for the purpose of re- 
ceiving an education. On her passage the vessel was captured by an 
American privateer, and ordered to New-York; but on her way 
thither she was retaken by a British frigate and carried into Hali- 
fax. Here she was refitted, and sent on a voyage toEngland. But 
she fell in with an American frigate, and was taken and sent into 
New-York. From this place Johnson and the crew were put on 
board a cartel, and ordered to England as prisoners of war. But 
touching at Grenada, in the West-Indies, Johnson took the yellow 
fever. His case being considered hopeless, and the cartel about to 
sail, the captain fearing the infection, and knowing Johnson to be a 
friendless stranger, ordered him to be wrapped in a blanket, and laid 


on the beach to die. Here he was found by a gentleman of the isl- 
and, who, with his lady, was taking an evening walk on the beach. 
The gentieman, learning his situation, ordered his servants to take 
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Johnson to hishouse. Here by seasonable aid and nursing he soon 
recovered, and was then left to go whither he pleased. Not finding 
a ready passage to England, he went on board an American vessel, 
and came directly to Derby, Con. From this place he went to live 
with the Rev. Nathaniel G. Huntington, of Woodbridge; and when 
the Foreign Mission School was opened, he was sent on to the com- 
mittee and admitted a member. Johnson isa Mahomedan by habit, 
and when he first joined the school was very bigoted, usually saying 
his prayers to the prophet four times a a But his attachment to 
this way has evidently much declined. He now begins to doubt the 
divine mission of Mahomed; and is willing to hear him called an im- 
postor. He manifests a great reverence for the Scriptures, and a 
great desire to read them, which he is just beginning todo. His pro- 
gress has as yet been moderate, and his talents are not of the most 
ively cast. Yet heis diligent and studious. And considering the 
remarkable leadings of providence by which he has been placed un- 
der our care, we cannot but hope he is designed to be an instrument 
of good in some station. Johnson speaks the Arabic and Hebrew 
languages with ease, and is, we, think, an important acquisition on 
this account. He knows Dr, Carey, and has heard him preach; and 
a of doctor passes by his father’s door every Sabbath in going to 
church. : 

“John Windall is, according to his own account, a native of the 
province of Bengal, born about thirty miles from Calcutta. He early 
entered on board a vessel, and has since followed the seas, in vessels 
of different nations. When the late war commenced he was thrown 
out of employ, being in this country: and on this account found it 
necessary to apply himself to labour for subsistence. _He came froin 
New-York to the western part of Connecticut, and was finally taken 
up by the Rev. D. A. Clark, of Southbury, and after a short resi- 
dence with him, he came into the hands of the agents. 

«‘Windall is steady and free from vicious habits, though not reli- 
gious. He is anxious to learn, and persevering in his exertions, 
though his talents are of the moderate cast and his progress slow. 
He began with his letters and is now able to read sentences in the 
Bible. 

“George Sandwich is a native of the Sandwich islands, and came 
to America when very young. Since his arrival in this country, till 
the last spring; he has lived principally in Enfield, Mass. When he 
was received to the school last spring, he scarcely knew the alpha- 
bet, and had, by his own account, lived in a thoughtless manner. 
Soon after he joined the school, he became apparently deeply impres- 
sed with the concerns of his soul. His concern continued to increase 
until, to use his owa expression, “all the sins he ever committed came 
and stood before him.” He has since manifested new views and 
feelings, and gives very comforting evidence oi a change of heart. 


He is naturally of a very amiable friendly disposition, and has ac- 
quired habits of industry and economy. His talent are good, and 
his improvement very encouraging. ‘The committee consider him 
one of the most promising members of the school. 
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“William Kummoolah is a native of the Sandwich Islands. He 
came with captain Robert Edes, to Charlestown, Mass. last year. 
Heis a youth of about seventeen years. He can speak but little of 
our language yet, and is gradually learningyto read and spell. To 
use the language of his instructor: s<Williatk is a lovely boy. Heis 
remarkably amiable and affectionate. He has, during the past sum- 
mer, evidently been the subject of religious exercises of some kind; 
though from ignorance of our language he is unable te give an ac- 
count of them. He has derived great advantage from his serious 
companions, who could converse and pray with him in his own 
tongue.” 

“Simon Annance is from one of the Indian tribes in Canada. He 
has been taken into the school on trial, and has so lately entered, 
that the committee have not had opportunity to form any settled opin- 
lon concerning him; neither have they any thing very interesting to 
state. If he should be continued in the school, we hope hereafter to 
give a more detailed account of him. 

“Other students might have been admitted; but the state of the 
school and of our accommodations would not permit. As soon as we 
can complete our establishment, and the principal arrives, we hope 
to be able to receive a considerable addition to our present number. 
We can have students as fast as we can accommodate them and sup- 
port them. Several are now waiting for permission to join the school. 

“The semi-annual examination of the school took place before the 
visiting committee on the first W ednesday of September inst. at nine 
o'clock, A. M. It was an interesting occasion. Several of the neigh- 
bouring clergy and a number of ladies, who have taken an interest in 
these youths, attended. The students aequitted themselves to the 
satisfaction of all present. ‘Their accuracy in grammar and arith- 
metick, and the handsome specimens of their penmanship, which 
were exhibited, were particularly remarkable. In spelling they 
found the greatest difficulty. 

“In the afternoon, an interesting discourse, adapted to the occa- 
sion, was delivered in the meeting-house by the Rev. Mr. Prentice, 
from Matt. xiii. 16, 17. After the sermon, the committee attended 
in the academy to hear the register of behaviour for the term, and to 
distribute two premiums to the highest on the register. Qn exami- 
nation, it appeared that the first premium belonged to Tamoree, and 
the second to Hopoo. It ought, however, to be stated, that Obookiah, 
and the two American youths, not being present at the beginning of 
the term, no account was opened with them. 

“The students, after a short recess, will spend the vacation in 
preparing wood for winter. 

“As to the expenses of the school, they have necessarily been 
greater at the outset, than will be hereafter the case. Man articles 
of furniture and implements of husbandry and articles of bedding 
have been necessary, which we shall not have to furnish every year. 
The school was set up at a time when provisions were universally 
scarce and high. And many repairs and conveniences about the 
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buildings were found necessary, which have swelled the bill of ex- 
enses. 

, “The expenses we hope will diminish as we are enabled to take 
advantage of circumstances. The young men in the school all la- 
boured, in their turn,a part of the time. They have cultivated four 
acres of corn, which is promising: about three acres of potatoes; and 
secured some hay. The committee hope to be able to extend the 
farming business next season, so that each student will, by labouring 
two days in a week, nearly earn his food. Arrangements are ma- 
king in many neighbouring towns, among benevolent females, to sup- 
ply clothing for the school; and we think a competent supply will in 
this way be shortly afforded. ‘The committee have to acknowledge 
particular obligations for liberal aid in this way from benevolent fe- 
males in New-Haven, Litchfield, Goshen, South-Farms, Cornwall, 
East-Guilford, North-Guilford, Hadlyme, and Stockbridge, Mass. 

{ After making several inquiries, with respect to the domestick af- 
fairs of the school, and suggesting, whether it would not be best to 
have some'of the youths study physick and surgery, (the professors 
of the medical institution at New-Haven offering to — them to 
attend lectures gratis,) the committee conclude as follows: | 

“The committee cannot conclude this report without expressing 
the satisfaction they feel in this institution, and the growing interest 
taken in it by the christian publick in this region. ‘The plan of the 
school meets with universal approbation; and the conduct of the stu- 
dents has been so regular and respectable as to gain the confidence 
and affection, not only of the people of Cornwall, but of all the sur- 
rounding towns. Hitherto the Lord hath helped us. His hand has 
been conspicuous in every stage of the institution. And when we 
look forward, the most encouraging prospects are presented. We 
hope ere long to see this small stream become a river, which shall 
make glad the city ofour God. We long to see the dear youth un- 
der our care departing to set up the standard of Jesus in the land of 
their nativity. We long to see them on the way to their kindréd 
after the flesh, laden with the richest blessing that man ever recei- 
ved; bearing the most joyful message man ever heard. May God 
hasten the time when the board will see the way open to establish 
a mission in the Sandwich islands. 

“The late glorious events at the Society Isles, particularly at Ota- 
heite and Eimeo, make our hearts burn with desire and expectation 
ef witnessing the same triumphs of the cross at Owhyhee and Woa- 
hoo. From all accounts we receive, this field is already white to the 
harvest. O may the labourers, whom God is raising up, soon be 
prepared to thrust in their sickles and reap. 

“The committee pray that the board may enjoy the presence of 
Ged in their present meeting, and that the blessing of many ready 
to perish may come upon them. 

(Signed by order) | 
+ JAMES MORRIS, Crairman. 
“Cornwall, Con. Sept. 2, 1817.” 
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OHIO BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The fifth annual meeting of the Ohio Bible Society was held at 
Zanesville on the Sd day of September, 1817, when the following 
resolutions were adopted: 

“Resolved unanimously, that the Ohio Bible Society become, and 
is hereby declared to be auxiliary to the American Bible Society, on 
the terms offered by the constitution of said society. 

«Resolved, that the sum of four hundred dollars of the funds in 
the hands of the treasurer, or subject to his order, be granted to the 
American Bible Society. 

“Resolved, that it be, and it is hereby recommended to the inhab- 
itants of the several counties within the bounds of this society, to 
form one or more auxiliary societies in each, in aid of the Ohio Bi- 
ble Society.”’ 

At the said meeting, the trustees reported, that immediately after 
their appointment, they assembled, made such a report of the state 
of the society as the documents then in their possession would au- 
thorize—ordered a distribution of the Bibles then expected, and 
adopted measures for the increase of the funds. The Bibles, ex- 
pected, arrived according to the anticipations of the Board, with the 
exception of a variation in regard to some German Bibles, which were 
not received. A number of agents were appointed, to distribute Bi- 
bles, and collect moneys for the increase of the funds. From some 
of these no reports have been received by the trustees; but others 
have made very satisfactory and encouraging reports.—By the trea- 
surer’s report it appears, that the balance in favour of the society at 


the 4th annual meeting was - $50 79 
That there were received last year 612 55% 
Expended in the same period 91 02 
Balance in the treasury 663 344 


Of this sum $455 55 have been received as a donation from the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society. In addition to the sums above noti- 
ced, $40 dave been forwarded by the Granville Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety, which, with some other collections, make the amount at the 
disposai of the society upwards of $700. Zanesville, Marietta, and 
some other places, have been distinguished by the liberality of their 
contributions. The funds of the society, though considerable, are 
deemed inadequate to their objects. “Until Bibles are found in ev- 
ery house—until every family can read in the book of the Lord—the 


society feel themselves bound to persevere.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


o 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 


On the necessity of mutual forbearance in domestick life. 


Experience has shown me the wisdom of the Scriptures in repeat- 
edly enforcing the duty of mutua! forbearance, and the urgent ne- 
cessity of the practice of it, in all stations of life, and among all 
classes of persons, in order to true and lastiug peace and comfort. 

I shall confine the following observations to domestick life; and I 
entreat my readers, that if, from Scripture and reason, I bring con- 
viction to their minds, they will not hastily dismiss it, but will lay 
it seriously to heart, as a matter involving their own happiness, and 
that of many of their fellow-creatures, both in this life and in eter- 


nity. 

The different dispositions and various pursuits of the individuals 
which form a family, frequently give rise to an opposition of opi- 
nions, and sometimes of interests. These diversities of taste and 
feeling, though perhaps innocent in themselves, and in some degree 
unavoidable, are the occasion of perpetual contentions, evil tem- 
pers, and divisions, those reots of, bitterness which the prince of 
darkness too often sows and fosters, even among families professed- 
ly religious, and by which every fruit of the Spirit is checked in its 
growth, and the greatest scandal brought upon the professors and 
the profession of the gospel. In some instances, I fear that even 
persons who mg | and strive against many other sins, and scrupu- 
Jously seek to keep themselves upspotted from the world, allow 
themselves, with too little compunction, to exercise unchristian tem- 
pers in their families; nay, are sometimes ready to bring excuses for 
them to their fellow-creatures, and their own consciences, on the 
score of infirmity, provocation, long habit, or the peculiar difficulty 
of their office and situation. Some of my readers may be ready te 
turn aside from this censure, as not applicable to themselves, be- 
cause with passionate exclamations and feelings they sometimes la- 
ment their sinful tempers, forgetting that it is possible they may do 
this more on account of the natural inconvenient consequences ari- 
sing from unsubdued passions, than from a penitential feeling of 
their being symptoms of rebellion against God. Were the latter 
duly felt, sorrow would not fail to bring that true repentance by 
which sin is not only lamented but forsaken. 

On the contrary, while excuses are made, and a “flattering unc- 
tion” is laid to the soul, the evil will still remain: but true peace 
can never shine with its mild and steady beams, where there is not 
a spirit of mutual forbearance and conciliation. In these remarks, 
{ address myself to parents as well as to children, to brothers and 
sisters, to masters and servants, and, in short, to the members of 
every relation of social life. In speaking of children, I refer not 
merely to those who are literally such, but to those who are grown 
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up, and become, in some measure, the companions and friends of 
their parents. 

Let it not be supposed that I am wishing indirectly to derogate 
from the lawful rights of parents, who, by their offspring of all ages, 
ought to be treated with honour and dutiful affection, when I re- 
mark that the happiness or discord of their families depend, in a 
great measure, upon their personal conduct and example. I have 
found, from my own observation, and I think it will hold good as 
a general rule, that from the tempers and habits of the heads of fa- 
milies, the whole household receive their general character. Let the 
master and mistress be steady to certain rules, having all things ar- 
ranged decently and in order; being guided in the main by chris- 
tian integrity, forbearance, and kindness, and unbiassed by impro- 
per partialities; and 1 believe it is morally certain that the good ef- 
fect of sucha line of conduct will be seen to extend itself through- 
out the whole domestick circle, in producing a well-regulated and 
united family. Habits, engrafted on principle from early years, 
will have so established themselves by time, that no fear of a change 
will be entertained as the younger branche’ Brow up to maturity, 
and the beloved parent will with pleasure find that sober unpreju- 
diced advice begins to supply the place of those commands which 
childhood required. 

(Conclusion in our next.) 





ANECDOTE. 


A society of gentlemen of infidel principles, who often met to ri- 
dicule the Scriptures, formed a resolution solemnly to burn the 
Bible, and to show their hatred®of a book which was so hostile to 
their principles and disquieting to their consciences. For the exe- 
cution of their plan, they fixed upon a young gentleman of high 
birth, and elegance of manners. He undertook the task; and after 
a few enlivening glasses, amidst the applauses of his jovial compeers, 
he approached the table, took up the Bible, and was walking reso- 
lutely forward to put it into the fire; but happening to give it a look, 
all at once he was seized with trembling; paleness overspread his 
countenance, and he seemed convulsed. He returned to the table, 


and laying down the Bible, said, with a strong asseveration, “We ~ 


will not burn that book till we get a better.” 

Soon after this, the same gay and lively young gentleman died; 
and, on his death-bed, was led to true repentance; deriving unsha- 
ken hopes ot forgiveness and of future blessedness, from that book he 


was once going to burn. 
aaa 
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